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A catalyst for an East Side community 


$90 million project aims to breathe life into Fillmore-Leroy area | PAGEG1 
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Patriots are the best, 


even at axing players 
Belichick has a method for 
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Veteran's battle with addiction 
after Iraq proves to be deadly 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Rosemarie Peterson looks out of the window of the home in Amherst where she and her husband lived. 


Widespread 
access to opioids 
by those who 
served, as well 

as difficulty in 
getting treatment, 
brings problems 
that circle out to 
their families. 


By Lou MICHEL ij NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


he war was just beginning for Donald 

Peterson when he returned home from 

Iraq in 2005. 

A traumatic brain injury, herniated discs 

and post-traumatic stress he suffered 
overseas in battlegrounds were his new enemies. 

Opioids became his crutch. 

As Peterson slipped into addiction and other med- 
ical problems arose, his wife and two daughters be- 
came fearful of the Army Reserve major. They moved 
out of their Amherst home for their own safety. 

Then the 52-year-old combat veteran died alone 
last March in the Klein Road house he had remod- 
eled for his family. 

His death certificate listed heart disease com- 
plicated by diabetes as the cause of death. His wife 
believes he might still be alive if he hadn’t become 
addicted to opioids that started in the military. She 


Harry Scull Jr./News file photo 


Capt. Donald Peterson kisses 
his daughter Christina, 4, 
prior to his 2014 deployment. 


See Peterson on Page A11 


Tax bill partially repeals SALT deduction 


City Hall seeks 
resurgence in 
housing market 


Consultant urges flexible response 
targeted for individual neighborhoods 


By SusAN SCHULMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Buffalo’s housing market is 
rebounding, but the recovery so 
far is largely confined to a hand- 
ful of neighborhoods in a slice 
of the city, according to a con- 
sultant hired by the Brown ad- 
ministration. 

Housing sale prices in these 
rebounding neighborhoods - 
a swath that extends from the 
waterfront, through Elmwood, 
Delaware and Hertel avenue 
neighborhoods, as well as a 
piece of South Buffalo - aver- 
aged almost $250,000 in recent 
years. But that’s not the case 
with the rest of the city, the con- 
sultant found. 

Thousands of houses are 
deteriorating elsewhere in the 
city, and tens of thousands of 
households are struggling to 
find enough money to improve 
their homes or pay their rent in 
much of Buffalo. Many of these 
homes are in neighborhoods 
where houses sell for less than 
$30,000, the study found. 

Recognizing some neighbor- 
hoods were improving while 
others were not, the Brown ad- 
ministration last year contract- 
ed with a community planning 
consultant from Alexandria, 
Va., to study Buffalo’s hous- 
ing market. The consultant, 
czbLLC, recommend housing 
strategies to both revive neigh- 
borhoods and maintain afford- 
ability. 

The consultant’s report con- 


Inside: A GRAPHIC LOOK 
AT THE BUFFALO HOUSING 
MARKET. PAGE AIO 


tains no silver bullet. There also 
is no single set of recommenda- 
tions for the city as a whole. In- 
stead, the report outlines differ- 
ent approaches that could help 
in different neighborhoods ex- 
periencing different housing 
market conditions. 

That could mean more code 
enforcement, rental property 
inspections and targeted in- 
vestment of federal funds and 
other money to help revive 
neighborhoods. 

Other recommendations in- 
clude micro mortgages to en- 
courage homeownership, land 
trusts to encourage affordabil- 
ity and a new tax exemption to 
encourage income and racial 
neighborhood integration. 

And voluntary inclusion- 
ary zoning — aimed at creating 
lower-income units in privately 
built apartment buildings in 
higher rent areas -is suggested 
for healthier neighborhoods in 
the rebounding swath, where 
some people are being priced 
out of the housing market. 

“However fragile, growing 
demand in the most sought-af- 
ter neighborhoods is translat- 
ing into rising prices and rents 
after years of stagnation. These 
increases make access to hous- 


See Real Estate on Page A10 


Flynn's emails show 
he didn’t act alone 


Talked sanctions 
with key advisers 


By MICHAELS. SCHMIDT, 
SHARON LAFRANIERE 
AND SCOTT SHANE 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - When 


from a rogue actor. In fact, the 
emails, coupled with interviews 
and court documents filed Fri- 
day, showed that Flynn was in 
close touch with other senior 
members of the Trump transi- 
tion team both before and after 
he spoke with the Russian am- 
bassador, Sergey Kislyak, about 
U.S. sanctions against Russia. 


By JERRY ZREMSKI “TPs el ing the deduction entirely. But then Sen. Susan Col- President Trump fired his na- While Trump has dispar- 
ET Sek RSET TIPPS t's clearer lins, a moderate Republican from Maine, insisted tional security adviser, Michael aged as a Democratic “hoax” 
than ever that that the Senate preserve part of the so-called SALT Flynn, in February, White any claims that he or his aides 
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Senate on Saturday hardworking deduction, just as the House bill does. House officials portrayed him had unusual interactions with 
delivered a sharp, if not totally devastating, blow families and Reaction to the move varied from relief to an- asarenegadewhohadactedin- Russian officials, the records 
to high-tax states such as New York. homeowners ger to optimism, depending on the political per- dependently in his discussions suggest that the Trump transi- 
The tax reform bill that Republicans passed i suasion and position of the person talking. with a Russian official during tion team wasintensely focused 
while most Americans were sleeping would lim- in upstate New But the bottom line appears to be that the the presidential transition and on improving relations with 
it the state and local tax deduction to the first York would be emerging federal tax reform plan will be bad for then lied tohiscolleaguesabout Moscow and was willing to in- 
$10,000 of property taxes paid. That’s exactly hammered.” New York - but that it could have been far worse. the interactions. tervene to pursue that goal de- 
what the House version of tax reform would do, Senate Minority What could have been anightmare for most home- But emails among top tran- spite a request from the Obama 
too, meaning it’s highly likely that that provision Leader Charles owners now looks to be more like a nightmare for sition officials, provided or de- administration that it not sow 
will bein any final House-Senate tax compromise. scribed to the New York Times, 
GOP Senate leaders initially proposed eliminat- E. Schumer See Taxes on Page A7 suggest that Flynn was far See Flynnon Page A9 
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